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New Mill Male Voice Choir – Members Pack 
 
 

Introduction for New Members 
 

We are delighted that you have joined New Mill Male Voice Choir (NMMVC). The choir was 

formed in 1991 and now has around sixty members. NMMVC is an all-male organisation as it 

consists of a blend of tenor and bass voices. Membership requires only that the applicant 

passes a voice test and musicality requirements, and that a balance is maintained between 

the choir sections. Most of our members were non-singers before joining the choir and 

could not read music, so please don’t let this be a barrier to your enjoyment of singing with 

us.  Whatever your singing experience, we are sure you will feel comfortable with the 

friendly relaxed atmosphere that exists within our choir.  
  

We are a concert choir and typically perform 8-10 times a year.  Our concerts have included 

venues such as Blackpool Opera House, Cardiff Arms Park and the Royal Albert Hall as well 

as a number of prestigious venues in Yorkshire. We usually organise three of our own concerts 

each year – including a showpiece at Huddersfield Town Hall and a Carol Concert at New Mill 

Church at Christmas. We have hosted some internationally renowned guests at the Town Hall 

including Sir Willard White, Aled Jones, Morriston Orpheus Choir, Julian Lloyd Webber, 

Alison Balsom and the Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain 

Our repertoire is not restricted to traditional male voice choir items. Members enjoy variety 

and so do the audience, so we may include a number of more popular songs dependent on the 

concert. 

During the year there are also a number of social events -the social side of the choir is very 

important to us and we organise events such as shooting, walking and even brewery visits! We 

also hold events where wives and partners can socialise. 

A Workshop weekend is held in January to help develop our singing quality and to launch new 

pieces. This is not compulsory but we do expect it to be high on the priority list.  

We believe that every member should become actively involved in the life and work of the 

choir, contributing time and talents to make the choir even more enjoyable. Not everyone 

can spare the time to take a leading role, but everyone can sell tickets, and everyone 

can help with the many ‘backroom’ activities- setting up and clearing up the rehearsal 

room, storing or maintaining equipment, organising one-off activities etc. 

 

Practice Evenings 
 

These are held every Tuesday evening at the New Mill Club, New Mill and commence at 7:30pm. 

Members are asked to be there before the start to help with room set up. Rehearsal lasts 

until 9.30pm with a break of about 15 minutes at half time. There are no allotted seats in 

rehearsal but many members do have a preferred position. It is a good idea to move around a 

bit to get to know people (concert line ups may be allocated to ensure the sound balance is 
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right and that people can see and be seen by the Musical Director). Seek out your Section 

Leader and ask him to place you against some of the more experienced singers- it is the 

quickest way to learn 

After the practice most members stay for a drink and a chat at the Club and this is an 

important part of being a member. We ask you to become a Member of the NM Club as they 

are incredibly supportive to us. Membership fee is currently £10 pa 

 

Sections 
 

Our singing and music is arranged into the four parts of a male voice choir – first tenor, 

second tenor, baritone (first bass) and bass (second bass). The first tenor section usually has 

the tune, with the other sections each having their own harmony line to produce the familiar, 

chorded full male voice sound.  The skill is to learn your line and hold your notes without being 

put off by the other sections. 

 

During the practice we sit in our four, voice defined, sections. The choir’s Musical Director 

will usually decide which section is most appropriate for your voice. In simple terms if you can 

hit high notes you will be a tenor, if you can reach the very lowest notes you will be a bass. If 

you cannot do either, you will be a Baritone or a Second Tenor. Expert voice and musical tuition 

is provided and this can sometimes enable a singer to expand his voice range by surprisingly 

large amounts!  We would hope to place you in your correct voice section from the outset but 

during the early weeks, do not be concerned if you are changed, or feel you need to change, 

to a section which is more suited to your voice. 

 

How the Choir is run 
 

Every voluntary organisation works by having some form of leadership and by the good will 

and personal efforts of all the membership. We have two forms of leadership- the Main 

Committee and the Musical Director.  We are very fortunate to have Dorian Kelly as our MD, 

wonderfully supported by Emma McKenna, our Accompanist. They are our musical mentors and 

inspiration! They develop and lead us through rehearsals and performance, and also play an 

important part in selecting our repertoire. We do not ask Dorian or Emma to run the choir- 

and certainly not to impose discipline. We believe that self-discipline should be enough. 

We have provision for a President whose role is to advise and support the Chairman and 

officers of the Committee. We also have provision for Honorary Life Vice Presidents (with no 

executive role). 

All Committee members are elected as their term becomes due at the Annual General Meeting. 

The current officers of the committee are shown on our web site under  

About us/Our Team 

The role of the Committee is to provide leadership and direction to the choir by taking a 

short and long term view and by ensuring financial probity, and to reflect members’ 

aspirations. We are a registered Charity and have important charitable aims as part of a wider 

community. 

https://newmillmvc.org.uk/our-team/
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The Committee meets monthly and welcomes suggested Agenda items. The Choir accounting 

year ends in September and the AGM will usually be held in the following January or February. 

 

 

Section Leaders 
 

Each section has a Section Leader, elected by the section every two years, whose duties 

include :- 

➢ helping to settle in new members 

➢ distribution of sheet music etc.  

➢ ensuring that the discipline of the section in rehearsals is maintained 

➢ monitoring if anyone is unable to attend concerts etc. 

➢ representing individual or sectional issues to the Main Committee 

➢ membership of the Music sub-Committee  

During practice newer members should, preferably sit next to an experienced singer and have 

the right music available - the section leader will help in this.  

 

The Section Leaders are shown on our web site, in the Members area under “Member 

Information/Members Contact List” 

 

Music for each choir section is available to listen to or download from the members area of 

our web site and on dropbox for all our current repertoire 

Music 
 

You will be provided with the sheet music for the pieces we are currently practising, and 

gradually this will be built up until you have a full repertoire. The music is the property of the 

choir and must be treated with respect.  It is organised and provided by our Librarian, Robert 

Coombs. We sing from memory at most concerts but you will need to obtain a black ring binder 

for the few occasions when we do take music onto the stage.  

 

Voice Test 
 

You do not need to have a full voice audition to become a member of the choir. The Musical 

Director carries out a simple voice test to be sure that you are in the right section and can 

hold a note. Your Section Leader will arrange this test when he thinks you are ready to be 

considered for membership. 

 

 
 

Membership 
 

After passing the voice test you need to complete a form with your full contact details. This 

is supplied by your Section Leader. You will only formally be accepted as a Member when the 

choir Committee endorses your membership at their next monthly meeting. The timescale 

between attending your first practice and appearing on stage will depend upon how quickly you 
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learn the words and notes. Once membership is approved a subscription becomes payable. We 

pay by Standing Order collected quarterly. The amount, which may be  amended from time to 

time by a vote at the AGM, is at this time, £33 per quarter which can be gift aided if you are 

a UK tax payer. You will also be asked to pay a deposit on your uniform and music. See the 

Treasurer to arrange payments which should be by cheque made out to New Mill MVC or 

standing order. 

It is recognised that members have interests outside of the Choir and that this can extend 

to membership of other choirs. We expect that your first loyalty will be to New Mill Male 

Voice Choir in terms of attendance at rehearsals and concerts. 

 

Choir Etiquette 
 

As with any large, mixed group, the choir observes some etiquette to ensure the enjoyment 

of the majority. Mostly they are just common sense and courtesy e.g.  

• taking the time to learn the words of pieces we are rehearsing 

• having your sheet music in good order so that you can find it quickly 

• arriving in good time for rehearsal and concerts,  

• not chattering when the MD is giving tuition or instruction, 

• giving respect to other sections when they are being rehearsed  

• keeping uniform in ‘concert order’.  

Good manners help us to get the most out of rehearsal and performance 

 

Uniforms 
 

After the payment of your first subscription a uniform – green jacket, black dress trousers, 

bow tie a polo shirt with logo, a black shirt, suit holder and mauve fleece will be issued to you 

by the Wardrobe Master You are required to provide a plain white long sleeved shirt, black 

socks and plain black shoes We hold some stocks of uniforms but if we do not have your size 

we will have a uniform made for you. The uniforms remain the property of the choir.  A deposit 

of £40 is required for the uniform and music, which is refundable after a minimum of 2 years 

fully paid up membership. If you decide to leave the choir in the future all issued garments 

must be returned in good condition. If available, additional polo shirts, carriers, fleeces and 

black shirts can be bought from the choir Wardrobe Master. These will be charges at the 

purchase cost to the choir, 

 

It is a choir rule that we only wear our jackets on concert stage - they must not be worn at 

any other time unless instructed otherwise. When travelling to a concert we may choose to 

wear polo shirts and/or sweaters or fleeces with the choir logo.  
Concerts 
 

In order to sing at a concert we require members to attend at least three of the previous 

five practices or the two immediately before the concert. 

We need to apply a measure of self-discipline in being at the concert venue in good time- 

sometimes we will have a rehearsal before the concert especially if there are joint items with 
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a Band or Soloist. Lateness shows disrespect to the Musical Director, and your colleagues. 

The Concert Secretary will arrange the line ups for the choir. Line ups and walk ons/off can 

be quite taxing so the choir is expected to take a disciplined approach 

After a concert we usually meet for a drink and sometimes a light supper. The venues are 

announced at the practice preceding the concert and partners/supporters are welcome. If 

the concert is not local then we may hire a coach but some people prefer to make their own 

travel arrangements.  

 

Choir Concert Tours 
 

Every few years we undertake concert tours in the UK and abroad. Previous tours have 

included visits to Italy, Czech Republic, Barcelona, Poland, London and Belgium where we 

commemorated the centenary of WW1 by singing at the Menin Gate and Ghent and  Bruges 

cathedrals.  

 

Merchandise 
 

The choir has recorded three CDs – ‘’Mills Alive’’, ‘’Mills Alive 2’’ and New Mill Male Voice Choir 

“ In Harmony”.  Limited stocks of the first two CDs are available and the latest CD , recorded 

in September 2005.  Car stickers, if available, are free of charge to proudly display your new-

found interest. 

 

Choir Communications and Web Site 
 

The main methods of communications are emails, announcements at rehearsals, weekly e-

mailed announcements and our web site. We also have a Notice Board in the rehearsal room 

which is regularly updated. Fundamentally it is your responsibility to keep yourself informed. 

Make sure that the Membership Secretary is kept informed of your email address and any 

changes to your contact details.  

You will be allocated a password for the website by the webmaster which will enable you to 

access all the information in the Members section. This password is unique to you and must 

NOT be revealed to any other person.  

Don’t forget to visit the choir web site on. https://newmillmvc.org.uk/ It contains a wealth of 

information about the choir as well as photos, plus you can listen to selected tracks from our 

CDs and watch parts of the video.   

There is a presentation ‘Men in Green Jackets’ which can be given to interested groups to tell 

them about our activities 

Fundraising 
 

100 Club 
To raise funds for the choir and have the opportunity to win one of three monetary  prizes 

each month, why not join our 100club. See the scheme administrator to set up a standing 

order. 

https://www.newmillmvc.org.uk/
https://newmillmvc.org.uk/
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Full details of the scheme can be found on the web site by logging into the members area and 

opening  “Member information” 

 

Easyfundraising 
 

The choir also takes advantage of our charitable status to receive donations from thousands 

of retailers when purchases are made on line by choir members, their family and friends. 

Simply click here to go to the New Mill MVC Easyfundraising page and click “Support this 

cause” then follow the  on screen instructions to install the Easyfundraising App on your PC, 

phone or i Pad. The App works by prompting you to “donate” every time you shop at a 

participating retailer. If you are a UK taxpayer you can further enhance the benefit to the 

choir by gift aiding the donation during the installation process. 

Raising donations in this way is at no cost to you but can benefit the choir. 
 

Don’t be downhearted! 

We sincerely hope you will enjoy singing with New Mill Male Voice Choir for many years. 

Sometimes people come to one practice but then do not return because they feel they will 

not reach the standard required.  Many of us joined the choir as non-singers and all went 

through a period of doubt.  Every time we begin a new song we all start at the same level. We 

spend a lot of time “note bashing” so that each section can learn its own part fully.  You will 

build confidence in singing these new pieces, your singing will improve and your enjoyment will 

grow. A choir is not about individuals- we recognise that some people can sing like birds and 

read music effortlessly, but that is not the majority of us. Together we do our best to make 

a great sound which we enjoy and which our audiences will enjoy. 

If you are a new member, we hope you will persevere through the early learning weeks with 

us and be rewarded by experiencing the joy of male voice singing. 

 

If you have any questions or need help or information do speak to your section leader but if 

that is not possible please contact the Chairman or Secretary whose contact details can be 

found on the website under  About us/Our Team 
We hope that you will get as much pleasure as we do from singing with New Mill Male Voice 

Choir. 

 

 

  
  
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/newmillmvc/?q=new%20mill%20&cat=cause-autosuggest
https://newmillmvc.org.uk/our-team/

