
 
 

 

Choir Committee Meeting 
 

Minutes 
 

Monday 5th June 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Present – John Mallinson (Chairman), Steve Flynn (secretary), 

Chris Dempster, Fred Sims, Steve Petrie, Paul Morgan 

 

 

1. Formalities –  
Apologies for Absence 
Derek Holman, Steve Davies (Treasurer) 
 
Approval of Previous Minutes  

Approved – Steve Petrie 
Seconded – Chris Dempster 

Matters arising from previous minutes 
None 

 

Chairman 

2. Correspondence and Matters arising  
• Brighouse and Rastrick Band – Concert Invitation 

We have received an invitation to take part in the 149th 
Brighouse and Rastrick Band Annual Town Hall Concert on 
23rd March 2024. 
 
Other organisations taking part (subject to accepting their 
invite) will be Hepworth Band, Colne Valley MVC, Gledholt 
MVC.  
 
The Committee will gladly accept this invite! 
 

• Manhattan Voices MD Memorial Concert 
The Choir have been asked to perform at a Memorial 
Concert for the MD of Manhattan Voices Choir in 
Scarborough. Our concerts with them were seven years ago 
and, whilst we appreciate their invite, the costs associated 
with this event are significant, We will tactfully decline the 
invite.   
 

• Holme Valley Mountain Rescue Team. 
The HVMRT have thanked us for our donation from the 
Hundred Club. They are also considering our ‘Ten for the 
Town Hall’ project. We may have some volunteers! 
 

• Thom Meredith 
Thom is retiring from his position as Principal of Musica 
Kirklees. MK are organising a large orchestral event to 
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celebrate his involvement with Youth Music in Kirklees 
during a twenty year career.  
Date - Saturday 15th July 2023 at 7pm Huddersfield Town 
Hall. 
Tickets from https://tickets.kirklees.gov.uk/calendar/2023-07-
15 or call 01484 225755. 
 

• Mrs Sunderland Festival 
Ann Talboys, the Festival Administrator, has contacted local 
Choirs in Kirklees. The Festival is aware that these Choirs, by 
and large, are no longer appearing at the Festival and would 
like to attract them back. They are open to ideas that may 
provide a platform to showcase the rich heritage of choral 
singing that exists in Kirklees. As the largest Festival of its 
kind in the North of England, they are keen to include one of 
its key local strengths. 
The Committee will invite Ann to the next Committee 
Meeting to discuss ideas for 2024. 
 

3. Concerts 
a) Town Hall – October 7th, 2023 

Tickets are on sale. 
Flyers will be available shortly. 
 
‘Ten for the Town Hall’ continues to be advertised. We have 
attracted an average of one singer a week since we started the 
process. With six weeks to go we are on target. Keep spreading 
the word!  
 

b) Birkenshaw Festival (October 2023) 
We have not heard anything from the organisers since 
expressing an interest a month ago.   

 
c) Adam Brown’s Daughter’s wedding – Upper Denby 

August 26th 2023. 
Adam has finalised the music the family would like us to sing. 
A great occasion for the Brown Family!  
The Choir will be the icing on the cake! Sort of… 
 

d) Bridlington Priory 
Saturday September 9th.  
A 50/50 split of the concert profits. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://tickets.kirklees.gov.uk/calendar/2023-07-15
https://tickets.kirklees.gov.uk/calendar/2023-07-15
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e) Christ Church, Christmas. 
We have a possible Guest group for our Christmas concert at 
Christ Church. More details when confirmed. 
 
 

4. Finance 
• Making Music 

The decision to join this organisation (or not) will be delayed 
until next year when our balance sheet is likely to reduce our 
Membership fee! The Committee still have doubts about the 
benefits of membership. The membership fee is related to Choir 
income, including concert receipts. A much cheaper Town Hall 
concert will have a significant impact on our balance sheet next 
year. 
 
 

Steve Davies 
 
 

5. Membership 
Mike (Gillett) and Colin (Quarmby) are signed up. 
Errol (Hamlet) is scheduled for a voice test. 
 

Chris Dempster 
 

6. Website and Choir Communications 
The Choir website was recently moved to a new web server. 
From July, our web analytics will be available in GA4 (Google 
Analytics). 
 

John Middleton/SF 
 

7. Social Events 
Nothing to report. 

 

John Clay 
 

8. AOB 
 

• Scarborough 2024 
After 13(?) years arranging the Choir Workshop Weekend 
Donald has decided to lay down the baton.  
Many thanks to Donald for his service to the Choir. 
If any member is willing to take on the task, Donald will be only 
too willing to pass on advice and contacts. 
 

• Choir Future 
The Peterborough Male Choir conference in February provoked 
much interest and we had some interesting feedback from 
several members. Inevitably, the day to day running of the Choir 
tends to overshadow long term planning. Immediate issues take 
precedence. Paul Morgan has offered to distil ideas raised in 

 
 
Committee/Choir 
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Peterborough and evaluate their relevance to New Mill MVC. 
This will also include a review of Committee responsibilities. No 
small task and we are indebted to Paul for making a start. 

 

• Cornwall 2024 
When this was announced a few weeks ago there was 
encouraging support.  
Tom and Adam volunteered to investigate the possibility of the 
Choir taking part and report back to the Committee. 
They attended the meeting and presented feedback. 
 

o Numbers attending. 
We have a balanced Choir but the numbers are likely 
to change over the course of the year. Some 
members are unwilling to compete which would also 
have an impact on numbers if the Choir decided to 
take part in the competition. 
Total Choir members expressing an interest was 58. 
 

o Length of Stay 
Obviously impacts the cost. For this exercise 4 nights 
accommodation was considered the optimum 
duration. – Friday to Tuesday inclusive. 
 

o Accommodation. 
The organisers ask Choirs to choose accommodation 
based on the star rating. We would prefer 4 star but 
also considered 3 star. 
We have been offered a 3 star and a 4 star hotel both 
on a B&B basis. 
 
3 Star – The Victoria Hotel - £576 per room.  
No facilities for an evening meal. 
Some negative customer feedback on 
accommodation sites. 
 
Four star – The Esplanade - £1080 per room 
 
Add transport costs (the coach) and evening meals as 
appropriate to the above.  
 

o Transport 
We secured a local quote for a 57 seater coach  

£4075 for 5 days/4 nights 
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The CIMCF organisation offered a 53 seater coach 
£5104 for 5 days/4 nights 
 

Potentially, neither coach can transport the whole 
Choir. Two coaches, as on previous trips, is not 
financially viable. 
 
Adam also discovered, probably unintentionally, that 
only 14 Choirs have signed up for accommodation. 
 
The Committee sentiment was that the cost would 
creep up as the date approached and that other 
opportunities for Choir trips offered better value for 
money.  
 
Update – the proposal was put to the Choir at the 
rehearsal on Tuesday 6th June. It was decided not to 
proceed with the festival application.  

   

9. Date and time of next meeting 
Monday 3rd July 2023 
New Mill Club, 7:00pm 

Chairman 

Meeting Closed 
9:00 pm 

 


